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Dear residents and members this is an update on what we have been doing in your area.

Ward panel  

The team work on ward priorities which are set by a ward panel which consist of members of the public who live or work within the ward. The priorities are set based on analysis of reported problems in the ward area to the police and council and then agreed through a voting process.

On 10th November 2009 the team held its Panel Meeting and voted in the below priorities for the ward.

Burglary

Youth disturbances in Gilpins Close
Youth Engagement

Burglary 

This is an ongoing priority for the team with us utilizing a number of different tactics to help detect and deter offenders and prevent offences occurring. The team continue to use directed high visibility and plain clothes patrols, leaflet drops at vulnerable premises which we identify to promote awareness of crime prevention and security advice. We are also actively targeting known individuals residing within the ward to divert them from criminal behaviour.
BURGLARY PREVENTION ADVICE

Burglary victims often wonder why the burglar picked on their house. To find out you need to consider: 
"How does a burglar's mind work?"

Burglary, on the whole, is an opportunist crime. A burglar will select his target because it offers him the best opportunity to carry out his crime undetected and with the fewest number of obstacles in his way. A building that presents itself as unoccupied and insecure is far more likely to be targeted than one which is properly secured: 

·
Side gates open 

·
Accessible windows open 

·
Ladders left out, allowing access to otherwise inaccessible windows 

·
Garden tools available to force entry 

·
Untrimmed hedges or high fences preventing natural surveillance 

Each of these makes access to the building far simpler and is an indication to the prospective burglar that it's worth a second look. 

Residents of multi occupancy dwellings or flats should be mindful not to grant entry to people via an entry phone system, if they do not know them and to be cautious of people seeking to 'tailgate' them into buildings.

The question is; are the occupants in?

·
Milk bottles or parcels on the doorstep 

·
Newspapers and mail in the letter box 

·
Unlit houses after dark 

·
All windows shut in very hot weather 

These are signs telling the burglar that he is unlikely to be disturbed in the course of his work. Naturally, circumstances may arise when such situations may be unavoidable. If we can take measures that tell the burglar that this building is too difficult or too risky a target, he will hopefully move on. 

TO STOP A BURGLAR,

YOU NEED TO THINK LIKE ONE.

BOGUS CALLERS

Not all burglars break into homes - some will try to trick or con their way in. They are known as bogus callers and will pretend to be on official business from respectable concerns such as the Utility Companies - Gas, Electricity and Water - or the Council. They may claim to be tradesmen or workmen calling to carry out urgent repairs. 

Bogus callers succeed because they sound believable, so don't be fooled. Make sure in your own mind that they are whom they claim to be by following these simple steps: 

·
Think before you open the door - use your chain and spy hole or look out of the window to see if you recognise them. 

·
Ask callers for proof of identity. Genuine tradesmen should carry an identification card with their photograph on. Check this carefully. If you are unsure, telephone the company the caller claims to represent. 

·
The Utilities now offer a password identification system. Any caller from one of these companies should be able to give a pre-arranged password as additional proof of identity. 

·
Beware of callers who attempt to distract you by claiming that they have seen something untoward in your rear garden or somewhere which may encourage you to leave your house - they may have an accomplice awaiting this distraction. 

·
If you are not convinced of the identity of the caller, don't let them in. Ask the caller to come back later and arrange for a friend, relative or neighbour to be present on their return or ask the caller to contact this person. 

Treat every stranger with caution. If you are still worried, dial 999 immediately and ask for the police.
Youth Engagement

The Lavender Fields Safer Neighbourhood Team continues to regularly engage with youth in and around the ward. We are working in partnership with Bond Primary School, focussing on each year group, giving talks relevant to their age. PC Brown 615 VW and PCSO Moss 7260 VW have successfully talked to nursery, reception and year 1 about issues surrounding meeting the police, as this may have been the first time that they have spoken to, or even seen a police officer. During this lesson they also got the chance to try on police hats and met vests. They then moved on to talk to year 2 about calling 999. This lesson covered how and when to call the police in an emergency. Year 6 had a class focussing on bullying, as is it necessary to highlight this issue before moving on to secondary school. This lesson draws attention to different types of bullying, for instance, racial, emotional, physical and verbal. 
Ward Surgeries 

Ward surgeries are for you as local resident to come along and discuss your views on the crime and disorder that affects you.

All ward surgeries will be held at Lavender Pavilion, Steers Mead in the parent’s room.


How can we make Merton safer? 
 

Safer Merton is your local Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership. The partners include a range of agencies such as the police, council and fire brigade, who work together to reduce problems in the borough relating to crime, anti-social behaviour and drug and alcohol misuse. 
By March 2010 Safer Merton will have completed its third borough wide Strategic Assessment. This assessment examines all the crimes that have happened in Merton in order to help us set the Partnership's priorities for 2010/11. To help inform this decision making process we would really appreciate your views and for you to tell us what your top three concerns and priorities are in relation to community safety. Below is a link to a very short form to enable you to provide us with your comments. It should only take a couple of minutes to complete.

 

www.merton.gov.uk/safermertonconsultation 

If you would like any further information about the consultation, please contact the Safer Merton Team on 020 8274 5971. Alternatively you can email us at safer.merton@merton.gov.uk.

 

Your dedicated Safer Neighbourhoods team is here to make a difference in your community. If you have concerns about day-to-day crime and disorder issues, please contact a member of your local team. For more information, visit our website. www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods
There are other ways of making your neighbourhood safer. Why not consider becoming a volunteer at your local station or joining the Metropolitan Special Constabulary, giving your time to become an officer with full police powers?
For more info, log onto
www.metpolicecareers.co.uk
Lavender Team:

Sgt Andy Ball

Pc Elaine Brown

Pc Adi Lai
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Pcso Elif Chambers

Pcso Sara Vandepeer

     Mobex: 020 8721 2744 

      Fax: 020 8649 3238

     E-mail: LavenderFields.SNT@met.police.uk, 

Mail: Mitcham Police Station

         58 Cricket Green Mitcham, CR4 4LA.

 STREET BRIEFINGS





6pm-9pm Thursday 4th February at Smyths, Bond Road





4pm-8pm Thursday 8th April at Lavender Pavilion 





4pm-8pm Tuesday 29th June at Brangwyn Crescent























WARD SURGERIES





6pm-8pm Tuesday 15th December


  


6pm-8pm Thursday 14th January


 


6pm-8pm Tuesday 23rd February


 


6pm-8pm Wednesday 17th March





6pm-8pm Tuesday 27th April





6pm-8pm Monday 17th May 





6pm-8pm Friday 11th June 




















 





We are monitoring the effectiveness of community safe; we therefore need your comments and feedback. If there is any way we can change community safe to make it more effective please let us know on
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